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The project then languished until the fatal voy-
age of 1583, when Gilbert set sail with six vessels,
intending to occupy Newfoundland as the base
from which to colonize southwards until an armed
New England should meet and beat New Spain.
How vast his scheme! How pitiful its execution!
And yet how immeasurably beyond his wildest
dreams the actual development to-day! Gilbert
was not a sea-dog but a soldier with an uncanny
reputation for being a regular Jonah who *had no
good hap at sea/ He was also passionately self-
willed, and Elizabeth had doubts about the pro-
priety of backing him. But she sent him a gilt
anchor by way of good luck and off he went in
June, financed chiefly by Raleigh, whose name was
given to the flagship.

Gilbert's adventure never got beyond its base
in Newfoundland. His ship the Delight was
wrecked. The crew of the Raleigh mutinied and
ran her home to England. The other four vessels
held on. But the men, for the most part, were
neither good soldiers, good sailors, nor yet good
colonists, but ne'er-do-wells and desperadoes. By
September the expedition was returning broken
down. Gilbert, furious at the sailors' hints that he

was just a little sea-shy, would persist in sticking
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